Prognostic value of serum CA125 levels in diffuse large B-cell lymphoma: potential role of a new sex- and age-adjusted reference value.
CA125, a tumor marker normally used to follow the clinical course of ovarian cancer, also may have a role in lymphoma. All available series were analyzed using the standard reference value 35 U/ml, but age and sex may influence serum CA125 (sCA125) levels. We aim to study the prognostic value of serum CA125 (sCA125) levels in diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL), considering the influence of age and sex on sCA125 levels. We investigated the relationship between sCA125 and clinical outcome after treatment in 42 patients with DLBCL, comparing both the standard (35 U/ml) and a new age and sex adjusted (sex/age-adjusted) reference value proposed by our group. We found that patients with elevated sCA125 levels had significantly more adverse prognostic factors at diagnosis, lower CR rates, higher relapse rates and worse survival. In the low-risk IPI categories, the presence of elevated sCA125 defined a particularly high-risk subgroup with poorer 3-year PFS when compared with patients with normal sCA125 levels. The use of a sex/age-adjusted reference value for sCA125 may increase the sensitivity to identify those patients with elevated sCA125 levels truly related to DLBCL activity.